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the very reverse. And, had they any deli-
cacy, it wou'd have taught them how to
act.

Mr. White, who brings you this, is a
bookseller with whom yr Son is well ac-
quainted. He goes to purchase books at
the Due de la Valiere's sale. I have given
him some Commissions at a very high rate,
& yet do not expect, indeed almost hope not,
to obtain the articles, especially as I have
never seen them, & may be much disap-
pointed when I do. But, as the occasion
is unique, & as I shou'd be vexed not to
have bought them, shou'd the articles I
wish for go cheap, I have run the risk, tho'
contrary to my late rule, for I reckon every-
thing much dearer now, as I have so little
time left to enjoy what I purchase.1 I will
be obliged to you if you cou'd give Mr.
White any assistance in my commission.
The Duke of Bedford's book I do not expect
to get. The one I wish for most you will
know by the largeness of my Commission.

1 Horace Walpole, three days later, changed his mind, and
cancelled these commissions. I do not print his short letter
doing so, as it contains no other matter of interest. at Madrid.  meaning   if  he   had   analysed   it. his nephew, Lord Orford's,
